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Address  and  telephone  number  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Central  Health  Clinic,  Tower  Hill,  Bristol,  2.  Tel.  No.  Bristol  21010. 


Preface 


Events  such  as  the  continuing  closure  of  the  Suez  Canal  since  June,  labour  disputes  at 
London  and  Liverpool  Docks  and  the  halt  in  recruitment  of  registered  dock  workers 
since  decasualisation  of  labour  came  into  force  in  mid-September  have  contributed  in 
vary  ing  degrees  to  affect  adversely  the  trade  of  the  port  during  1967. 

In  all  6,029  vessels  arrived  from  foreign  and  coastwise  ports,  837  less  than  in  1966 
and  the  total  net  registered  tonnage  of  these  arrivals  decreased  by  more  than  400,000 
tons. 

Foreign  and  coastwise  imports  at  7,336,182  tons  showed  a reduction  of  226,695 
tons  and  foreign  and  coastwise  exports  were  also  246,728  tons  less  than  in  1966. 

The  Port  Authority  await  the  Minister  of  Transport’s  permission  to  proceed  with 
the  construction  of  the  West  Dock  project  and  in  the  meantime  continue  with  the  work 
of  improving  and  modernising  the  Royal  Edward  Dock,  Avonmouth  and  West  Wharf. 
At  Bristol  Airport  considerable  extension  of  the  terminal  building  was  in  progress  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Smallpox  vaccination  certihcates  of  all  persons  arriving  from  Africa,  Asia  and  the 
Americas  (excluding  the  U.S.A.  and  Canada)  were  checked.  148  revaccinations  were 
required  mostly  for  seamen  whose  certificates  had  expired  during  the  voyage.  5,227 
aliens  and  277  Commonwealth  immigrants  arrived  at  the  sea  and  airports  but  only 
two,  one  alien  and  one  Commonwealth  immigrant,  were  medically  examined.  Two 
cases  of  malaria  were  seen  in  August  on  board  a ship  that  arrived  from  West  Africa  via 
Las  Palmas.  Both  patients  were  seamen  who  had  been  ill  for  48  hours  prior  to  arrival 
and  were  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital,  where  diagnosis  was  conhrmed.  The 
master  and  chief  officer  had  made  anti-malarial  tablets  readily  available  to  all  crew 
members  and  it  can  only  be  assumed,  therefore,  that  these  seamen  had  failed  to  give 
attention  to  this  necessary  preventive  measure.  An  engine-room  serang,  who  com- 
plained of  chest  pain  when  his  ship  arrived  at  Avonmouth  on  1st  December  from 
Indian  ports,  was  found  to  have  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Many  travellers  from  abroad  are  issued  with  yellow  cards  when  they  arrive  in  this 
country  warning  them  that  they  may,  without  knowing  it,  have  been  in  contact  with 
some  dangerous  epidemic  disease  and  that  if  in  the  next  21  days  they  or  any  person 
living  in  the  same  house  fall  ill  a doctor  should  be  called  in  immediately  and  handed 
the  card.  Nowadays,  people  can  fly  from  Delhi  and  Karachi  in  less  than  a twentieth  of 
the  incubation  period  of  smallpox  and  the  simple  question  “ Where  have  you  been  and 
when  ” ? may  make  possible  the  diagnosis  of  malaria,  which  can  be  mistaken  for  much 
commoner  fevers  such  as  influenza  in  winter  months. 

During  the  year  as  routine  procedure,  162  initial  samples  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical analysis  from  11  separate  shipments  of  desiccated  coconut  from  Ceylon.  One 
sample  only  was  unsatisfactory,  being  found  to  contain  Salmonella  bareilly  and  a 
further  26  samples  taken  from  a parcel  with  the  same  code  mark  as  that  from  which 
the  aflfected  sample  was  drawn,  were  satisfactory.  The  contents  of  the  affected  bag 
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were  destroyed  and  the  Ceylon  Coconut  Board  informed  in  order  that  they  could 
ascertain  the  source  of  the  contamination.  Of  1,799  samples  of  coconut  taken  since 
1963,  only  four  have  been  positive,  two  in  1963,  one  in  1965  and  one  in  1967. 

There  has  been  close  collaboration  with  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  (Occupational 
Health)  and  officers  of  the  Port  Authority  and  National  Dock  Labour  Board  and 
among  the  problems  investigated  were  the  handling  of  dried,  crushed  bones  and  bone 
meal  and  protection  against  anthrax;  noise  emitted  from  fork-lift  trucks  and  the 
possible  hazards  to  health  following  exposure  to  various  dusts  including  asbestos. 

In  January,  1967,  Mr.  W.  T.  Bowen,  Assistant  to  Public  Health  Inspectors,  retired 
after  31  years’  service.  Like  other  master  mariners  who  have  given  valuable  service  to 
Port  Health  Authorities,  Mr.  Bowen  had  much  understanding  of  many  aspects  of  Port 
Health  work  and  his  unassuming  and  untiring  efforts  have  been  greatly  appreciated. 

This  report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  in  form  Port  20,  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  Port  Health  Authorities,  as  in  former  years.  I am  grateful  to 
Dr.  G.  N.  Febry,  Senior  Medical  Officer  (Port),  for  collating  the  contents. 

R.  C.  WOFINDEN, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 


INTRODUCTION 

Events  such  as  the  continuing  closure  of  the  Suez  Canal  since  June,  labour  disputes  at 
London  and  Liverpool  Docks  and  the  halt  in  recruitment  of  registered  dock  workers 
since  decasualisation  of  labour  came  into  force  in  mid-September  have  contributed  in 
varying  degrees  to  affect  adversely  the  trade  of  the  port  during  1967. 

Six  thousand  and  twenty-nine  vessels  arrived  from  foreign  and  coastwise  ports, 
837  less  than  in  1966,  and  the  total  net  registered  tonnage  of  these  arrivals  decreased 
by  more  than  400,000  tons. 

Foreign  and  coastwise  imports  at  7,336,182  tons  showed  a reduction  of  226,695 
tons,  and  foreign  and  coastwise  exports  were  also  246,728  tons  less  than  in  1966. 

The  Port  Authority  still  await  the  Minister  of  Transport’s  permission  to  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  the  West  Dock  project.  TTiis  is  a modihcation  of  the  original, 
much  larger,  Portbury  Dock  Scheme  which  failed  to  receive  government  approval. 
The  West  Dock  will  undoubtedly  provide  much  needed  berthing  accommodation  for 
deep  drafted  bulk  cargo  carriers  and  also  facilities  to  deal  with  “ container  ” traffic. 

In  the  meantime  the  Port  Authority  are  continuing  with  the  work  of  improving 
and  modernising  at  the  Royal  Edward  Dock,  Avonmouth. 

At  West  Wharf  the  quaysides  at  berths  1,  2 and  3 have  been  paved  with  rein- 
forced concrete  covering  an  area  of  approximately  20,000  square  yards.  This  extra 
space  will  be  used  for  the  temporary  storage  of  packaged  timber  and  will  allow  a 
more  rapid  discharge  of  ships. 

A conveyor  belt  system  came  into  operation  during  the  year,  extending  from 
the  quaysides  at  West  Wharf  berths  4 and  5 to  the  works  of  the  Imperial  Smelting 
Corporation  (N.S.C.)  Ltd.  and  Fisons  Fertilisers  Ltd.  of  St.  Andrews  Road, 
Avonmouth.  This  arrangement,  together  with  the  installation  of  three  12|-ton 
kangaroo-type  cranes,  provides  for  a 1,000  tons  per  hour  rate  of  discharge  of  such  bulk 
cargoes  as  zinc  ore,  sulphur,  phosphates  etc. 

Further  developments  include  extensive  alterations  at  “T”  and  “X”  berths  to 
facilitate  the  handling  of  cargo  containers  and  the  removal  of  6ve  3-ton  cranes  from 
West  Wharf  which  will  replace  the  existing  30-cwt.  cranes  at  “ O ” shed. 

Early  in  the  year  “ N ” shed  berth  ceased  to  be  used  for  the  discharge  of  bananas. 
Quayside  httings  are  being  rearranged  to  make  the  berth  available  to  coastwise  traffic 
and  that  of  near  continental  ports. 

At  Bristol  Airport  considerable  extension  of  the  terminal  building  is  now  in 
progress  and  will  be  completed  early  in  the  coming  year.  This  will  provide  more 
adequate  space  for  arrivals  and  departures  and  includes  enlargement  and  rearrange- 
ment of  accommodation  for  Customs,  Immigration  and  Port  Health  Officers. 

Much  time  has  again  been  given  to  teaching  and  training;  21  trainee  public  health 
inspectors  having  completed  a period  of  instruction  in  port  health  work  during  1967. 
Lectures  and  visits  have  been  arranged  for  a number  of  visitors  including  post-graduate 
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students  reading  for  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health,  undergraduate  medical  students, 
health  visitors  and  medical  staff  from  overseas. 


Close  contact  with  Dr.  J.  Markham,  Senior  Medical  Officer  (Occupational 
Health)  and  officers  of  the  Port  Authority  and  National  Dock  Labour  Board  has 
enabled  investigation  of  occupational  health  problems  arising  at  the  port  to  be  under- 
taken without  delay.  The  handling  of  dried,  crushed  bones  and  bone  meal  and  pro- 
tection against  anthrax  (noted  in  the  1966  Report)  have  again  received  considerable 
attention,  as  have  also  noise  emitted  from  fork-lift  trucks  with  its  associated  deafness 
and  the  investigation  of  possible  hazards  to  health  following  exposure  to  various  dusts, 
including  asbestos. 

January  1967  marked  the  retirement  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Bowen  after  31  years’  service. 
As  a master  mariner,  Mr.  Bowen  had  considerable  depth  of  understanding  of  many 
aspects  of  Port  Health  work  and  his  untiring  efforts  throughout  the  years  have  been 
greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 


SECTION  II 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Comparative  figures  for  foreign  and  coastwise  arrivals,  together  with  import  and 
export  tonnages  during  the  last  five  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Vessels  normally  trading  Tonnage  of  Foreign 

Year  Foreign  Coastwise  Imports  Exports 


1967 

1,724 

4,305 

3,975,205 

176,422 

1966 

1,699 

5,167 

3,987,037 

234,309 

1965 

1.79« 

5,043 

4 165,680 

258,077 

1964 

1,956 

5,658 

4,336,956 

232,884 

1963 

1,779 

5,383 

4,066,942 

183,884 
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SECTION  III 


CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

The  character  of  shipping  and  trade  is  shown  in  Tables  B and  C below: 


TABLE  B 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Number 

inspected 

No.  of  Ships  reported 

by  the 

by  the 

as  having  or  having 

Ships 

Number*  Tonnage*  Medical 

Public 

had  during  the  voyage 

from 

Officer 

Health 

infectious  disease  on 

of 

Inspector 

board.'f 

Health 

Foreign  Ports  ... 

1,724 

3,873,753 

164 

1,650 

44 

Coastwise 

4,305 

2,234,346 

— 

584 

10 

Total  

6,029 

6,108,099 

164 

2,234 

54 

* Figures  supplied  by  courtesy  of  the  Port  of  Bristol  Authority.  (Discrepancy  between  number 
of  vessels  shown  as  arriving  and  number  inspected  in  foreign  section  arises  from  differing 
classification  of  “ Foreign  ” and  “ Coastwise  ” vessels  as  applied  by  the  Port  of  Bristol 
Authority  and  the  Bristol  Port  Health  Authority). 

t Excluding  vessels  having  venereal  disease  on  board. 


TABLE  C(a) 

PASSENGER  TRAFFIC 


Seaport 

Airport 

Inwards 

British 

(United  Kingdom) 
British 

1,249 

17,524 

(Commonwealth) 

131 

146 

Alien 

467 

4,760 

Outwards 

British 

(United  Kingdom) 
British 

(Commonwealth) 

1,096 

18,703 

43 

114 

Alien 

251 

4,452 

PRINCIPAL  PORTS  from  which  ships  arrive : 

Vessels  arrive  in  the  Port  of  Bristol  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
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TABLE  C(b) 

CARGO  TRAFFIC 

PRINCIPAL  FOREIGN  IMPORTS  & EXPORTS 


Calendar  Years 
1967  1966 


IMPORTS 


Cereal  Products 
Cocoa 
Coffee 

Feeding  Stuffs  for  Livestock 
Fertilizers 
Fruit:  Bananas 

Canned 
Dried 

Other  kinds 
Grain : Barley 
Maize 
Wheat 
Other  kinds 
Metals : Aluminium 
Copper 

Iron  and  Steel 
Zinc  Spelter 
Other  kinds 


Molasses 

Oilseeds  and  Oilnuts 
Ores 

Paper  

Petroleum : Spirit 

Other  kinds 

Provisions:  Frozen  Meat 
Other  kinds 


Sugar 

Tea 

Timber 

Tobacco 

Wines  and  Spirits 
Woodpulp 
Other  Goods 


Tons 

Tons 

7,069 

9,898 

30,917 

26,904 

28,706 

31,371 

500,359 

441,667 

462,059 

399,359 

2,978 

50,581 

25,842 

28,617 

2,377 

3,008 

45,719 

38,696 

35,364 

— 

423,799 

280,387 

327,478 

395,501 

69,492 

134,298 

75,381 

71,702 

26,951 

25,773 

47,195 

26,927 

43,190 

40,286 

12,245 

13,502 

136,784 

133,525 

38,609 

47,836 

182,659 

145,232 

46,329 

51,231 

222,593 

303,486 

520,509 

671,138 

17,779 

14,724 

50,774 

42,881 

5,551 

15,674 

22,968 

20,472 

192,083 

178,389 

29,868 

28,564 

8,476 

11,116 

123,026 

139,311 

210,076 

164,981 

3,975,205 

3,987,037 

EXPORTS 

Carbon  Black 

Chemicals 

Clay 

Cocoa  Waste 
Coke 

Government  Stores 
Metals : Iron  and  Steel  . 
Non-Ferrous 

Motor  Vehicles  and  Parts 
Ores 

Petroleum 

Strontia 

Wines  and  Spirits  ... 
Other  Goods 


2,116 

1,418 

5,235 

6,739 

5,975 

7,605 

1,096 

479 

15,700 

32,112 

3,489 

7,809 

52,560 

49,447 

19,676 

20,849 

15,126 

15,792 

3,927 

9,647 

773 

26,608 

977 

822 

1,108 

2,023 

48,664 

52,959 

176,422  234,309 


in 


SECTION  IV 


INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 


Number  of  craft  entering  during  the  year 
Tonnage  of  craft  entering  during  the  year 


Places  served  by  the  traffic  : 
Banbury 

Newport 

Barry’ 

Sharpness 

Bridgwater 

Stourport 

Cardiff 

Swansea 

F rampton 

Upton 

Gloucester 

Worcester 

Lydney 

I See  Note 


NOTE:— The 


number  of  craft  and  tonnage  is  included  in  the  Coastwise  Traffic,  Table  B. 


SECTION  V 

WATER  SUPPLY 


1.  Source  of  Supply 

(a)  The  District,  and  (b)  Shipping 

No  change. 

2.  Reports  of  Tests  for  Contamination 

(a)  Premises 

A total  of  19  bacteriological  samples  of  drinking  water  was  taken  from  offices,  canteens, 
messrooms  and  drinking  water  fountains  within  the  dock  area.  There  were  no  adverse 
reports. 

(b)  Quaysides 

Hydrant  chambers  and  other  equipment  used  for  supplying  ships  with  drinking  water 
were  regularly  inspected.  Defects  found  were  reported  to  and  received  prompt  atten- 
tion from  the  Port  Authority. 

Thirty-nine  samples  taken  from  the  end  of  hoses  supplying  ships  and  33  taken 
direct  from  the  hydrants  were  all  reported  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

(c)  Ships 

(i)  Routine  Sampling 

Routine  bacteriological  samples  of  drinking  water  were  obtained  from  46  ships,  only 
two  of  these  being  found  to  have  a high  E.coli  and  plate  count.  In  both  instances  the 
storage  tanks  were  chlorinated  and  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Sampling  on  complaint 

Complaints  were  received  from  three  ships,  as  follows  ; — 
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m.v.  Devis 

The  drinking  water  which  was  stored  in  a double  bottom  tank  beneath  the  engine  room 
was  said  to  have  a most  objectionable  stale  taste  making  it  quite  unpalatable.  Bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  samples  were  drawn  from  the  tap  in  the  sailors’  messroom.  The 
bacteriological  sample  was  satisfactory,  but  the  report  on  the  chemical  sample  indicated 
that  the  stale  taste  was  probably  due  to  prolonged  storage  at  too  high  a temperature. 
The  tanks  were  emptied,  cleansed  and  refilled  with  a fresh  supply  before  the  vessel 
sailed. 

m.v.  Balmoral  Queen 

The  crew  contended  that  the  drinking  water  had  had  a peculiar  taste  since  the  storage 
tanks  were  cement  washed  two  months  previously.  Initially,  three  chemical  and  four 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  different  outlets  in  the  ship.  All  the  chemical 
ana:lyses  were  unsatisfactory  in  that  they  showed  an  above  normal  chloride  content 
possibly  due  to  excess  cement-wash  when  the  tanks  were  last  treated.  The  Master 
agreed  to  have  the  two  storage  tanks  and  pipe  circuits  chlorinated  and  cleansed  and 
then  refilled. 

The  three  bacteriological  and  two  chemical  repeat  samples  were  quite  satisfactory, 
m.v.  Baron  Jedburgh 

This  vessel  had  separate  storage  and  circuit  arrangements  for  the  delivery  of  drinking 
water  and  washing  water.  The  washing  water,  which  was  distilled  on  board  and  stored 
in  two  double  bottom  tanks,  was  the  source  of  the  complaint  as  it  was  considered  to 
be  unsuitable  for  use.  The  chemical  sample  drawn  for  analysis  appeared  brownish-red 
in  colour  and  had  a considerable  amount  of  disturbed  brown  sediment  in  suspension. 
The  analytical  report  showed  that  the  colour  and  sediment  was  due  to  an  excess  of 
loose  rust  in  the  tanks  which  required  cleaning.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  water 
was  quite  unsuitable  for  its  intended  purpose  and  the  owners  agreed  to  have  the  tanks 
cleansed  and  cement  washed  at  Manchester.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  that 
port  was  informed  and  later  confirmed  that  the  work  had  been  carried  out. 

m.v.  Crescence 

Enquiries  revealed  that  the  drinking  water  storage  tanks  on  this  ship  had  not  been 
cleansed  for  over  two  years.  As  it  is  normal  practice  to  cleanse  the  tanks  at  least  once  a 
year,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  take  bacteriological  and  chemical  samples.  Both 
analyses  were  satisfactory  and  this  information  was  conveyed  to  the  master. 


SECTION  VI 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (AIRCRAFT)  REGULATIONS  1966  • 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS  1966 

The  above  Regulations  have  been  followed  at  both  the  sea  and  air  ports.  All  vessels 
arriving  at  Avonmouth  from  smallpox  infected  areas  and  all  with  a known  case  of  sick- 
ness on  board  have  been  boarded  immediately  on  arrival  at  the  entrance  locks  by  a 
medical  officer.  The  arrangement  whereby  the  signalman  at  Avonmouth  Signal  Station 
calls  the  medical  officer  when  a vessel  requiring  his  attention  is  proceeding  from 
Walton  Bay  to  dock  has  worked  well.  The  ready  co-operation  and  help  given  by  the 
Havenmaster  and  his  staff  have  been  greatly  appreciated. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  World  Health  Assembly  are  now  revising  the 
existing  International  Sanitary  Regulations  which  may  well  call  for  a new  look  at  the 
present  Regulations  in  order  to  maintain  the  necessary  conformity. 

Smallpox  vaccination  certificates  of  all  persons  arriving  from  Africa,  Asia  and  the 
Americas  (e.xcluding  the  U.S.A.  and  Canada)  have  been  checked.  148  revaccinations 
were  required,  mostly  for  seamen  whose  certificates  had  expired  during  the  voyage. 
The  co-operation  of  Shipping  Agents  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  British  Shipping 
Federation  Ltd.  has  enabled  these  Regulations  to  be  enforced  without  difficulty. 


SECTION  VII 

SMALLPOX 

1.  Cases  and  suspected  cases  of  smallpox  occurring  within  the  district  are  sent  to  the 
smallpox  unit  at  Ham  Green  Hospital,  Pill,  near  Bristol. 

2.  Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Corporation 
of  Bristol,  which  is  administered  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

3.  Two  smallpox  consultants  are  available — Dr.  J.  Macrae  of  Ham  Green  Hospital, 
Pill,  near  Bristol,  and  Dr.  H.  R.  Cayton.  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Canynge  Hall,  Whiteladies  Road,  Bristol. 

4.  Facilities  for  the  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  available  in  conjunction 
with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

The  vaccinal  state  of  all  Port  Health  Authority  and  Ambulance  Service  staff  is 
subject  to  regular  review. 


SECTION  VIII 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

As  in  previous  years  the  Avonmouth  Dock  Clinic  has  provided  a daily  service.  Close 
co-operation  with  the  Shipping  Federation  Medical  Officer  has  enabled  investigations 
and  treatments  to  be  carried  out  with  minimal  delay.  Six  cases  of  primary  syphilis  were 
seen  during  the  year,  one  case  of  secondary  syphilis  (in  a young  Norwegian  seaman) 
and  11  cases  of  latent  syphilis.  It  is  the  latter  group  which  represents  diagnostic  diffii- 
culties.  Often  the  history  is  either  vague  or  impossible  to  obtain  and  one  is  presented 
with  doubtfully  positive  serological  tests.  Differentiation  of  such  positive  reactions 
often  entails  repeating  initial  tests,  as  transient  non-specific  or  biological  false  positives 
are  known  to  accompany  many  acute  bacterial,  viral  or  protozoal  infections  or  result 
from  immunisation  procedures  such  as  vaccination  against  smallpox.  Unfortunately 
there  is  no  test  available  which  will  distinguish  syphilis  from  other  treponemal  diseases 
such  as  yaws.  Final  assessment  of  these  cases  is  again  complicated  by  the  seamen’s  short 
stay  in  port  which  often  precludes  the  follow-up  that  would  normally  be  given. 

Forty-nine  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were  seen  during  the  year,  32  cases  being  acquired 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  and  17  within  the  Lhiited  Kingdom  — nine  of  them 
locally.  It  is  regrettable  that  so  few  seamen  are  able  to  produce  evidence  of  treatment 
that  has  been  prescribed  either  at  other  ports  or  on  board  ship  and  it  is  exceptional  to 
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see  a patient  with  a microscopic  slide  prepared  before  the  commencement  of  treat- 
ment, despite  the  emphasis  laid  on  this  and  instructions  given  in  the  Ship  Captain’s 
Medical  Guide. 

Clinic  cards  are  distributed  to  all  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports  by  the  Port 
Health  Inspectorate,  thus  enabling  seamen  to  be  aware  of  the  facilities  available  as 
soon  as  they  arrive  in  port. 

Despite  these  efforts  it  is  not  unusual  for  two  or  three  days  to  pass  before  a sea- 
man who  is  in  obvious  need  of  treatment  presents  himself  at  the  Clinic. 

All  local  contacts  are  traced  whenever  possible  by  a full-time  social  worker  whose 
help  throughout  the  year  has  been  much  appreciated. 

A total  of  64  seamen  attended  the  main  Bristol  Clinic  during  1967  and  361  the 
Avonmouth  Dock  Clinic.  A further  analysis  of  the  Avonmouth  cases  is  given  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Condition 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1 . Syphilis 

Primary 

8 

4 

6 

4 

6 

2. 

Secondary 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3. 

Latent 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

4. 

Congenital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

58 

35 

57 

66 

49 

Chancroid 

17 

18 

5 

3 

3 

Lymphogranuloma 

5 

3 

6 

2 

7 

Non  V.D. 

337 

390 

383 

336 

273 

Transferred  from  other  U.K. 
Clinics 

19 

8 

11 

10 

11 

Total 

451 

466 

478 

431 

361 

SECTION  IX 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 

No  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  cholera,  plague,  relapsing  fever,  typhus  or  yellow  fever 
were  seen  at  the  port  during  the  year. 

Forty-nine  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  seen  on  board  ships  arriving  direct 
from  foreign  ports.  Two  cases  of  chicken-pox  occurred  amongst  the  children  on  board 
the  school  cruise  ship  “ Devonia  ”,  which  arrived  at  Avonmouth  on  May  16th  having 
called  at  Vigo,  Lisbon,  and  Brest.  Both  children  were  apyrexial  and  convalescent  and 
were  permitted  to  travel  to  their  homes  by  private  car.  A third  case  of  chicken-pox  was 
seen  on  board  the  m.v.  Benya  River  which  arrived  here  on  May  24th  from  West 
African  ports  via  Las  Palmas.  The  rash,  which  was  very  sparse,  was  confined  to  the 
neck  and  upper  chest  and  the  patient  appeared  quite  well.  Examination  of  other  crew 
members,  followed  by  daily  visits  to  the  ship,  revealed  no  further  cases.  One  case  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  seen  on  board  the  m.v.  Jalapalaka  which  arrived  at 
Avonmouth  on  December  1st  from  Indian  ports  via  Las  Palmas.  The  patient,  an 
engine-room  serang,  reported  sick  on  arrival  complaining  of  chest  pain.  He  was 
admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital,  Pill,  near  Bristol,  where  the  diagnosis  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  confirmed.  All  crew  members  who  had  been  in  close  contact  with  the 
patient  were  x-rayed  and  no  abnormal  findings  were  reported. 

Further  details  are  given  in  the  accompanying  Table  D. 
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TABLE  D 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 


Cases  landed  from  Ships  direct 

from  Foreign  Ports 

Number  of 

cases  during 

Number  of 

Disease 

the 

year 

ships 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Amoebic  Dysentry 

— 

1 

1 

Chickenpox 

2 

1 

2 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

11 

10 

Glandular  Fever 

. . . 

1 

1 

Impetigo 

— 

4 

4 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Malaria 

. . . 

2 

1 

Scabies 

. . . 

12 

12 

Tonsillitis 

— 

13 

11 

T.B.  (Pulmonary) 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

47 

44 

Cases  which 

have  occurred  on  ships  from  Foreign 

Ports 

but  have  been  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival 

Number  of 

cases  during 

Number  of 

Disease 

the 

year 

ships 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Cases  landed  from  other  Ships 

Number  of 

cases  during 

Number  of 

Disease 

the 

year 

ships 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Amoebic  Dysentry 

— 

1 

1 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

4 

4 

Impetigo 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Scabies 

— 

1 

1 

Tonsillitis 

— 

2 

2 

Totals 



10 

10 

SECTION  X 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA  IN  SHIPS 

Two  cases  of  malaria  were  seen  on  board  the  m.v.  Dumurra  which  arrived  at  Avon- 
mouth  on  9th  August  from  West  Africa  via  Las  Palmas.  Both  patients  were  seamen 
who  had  been  ill  for  some  48  hours  prior  to  arrival.  They  were  both  found  to  have 
temperatures  of  over  100°F  and  were  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital,  Pill,  near 
Bristol,  where  the  diagnosis  of  malaria  was  confirmed.  The  master  and  chief  officer  had 
made  anti-malarial  tablets  readily  available  to  all  crew  members  and  it  can  only  be 
assumed,  therefore,  that  these  seamen  had  failed  to  give  attention  to  this  necessary 
preventive  measure. 


SECTION  XI 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  V/ITH  OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 

1.  All  vessels  from  infected  or  suspected  ports  are  required  to  attach  efficient  rat 
guards  to  the  mooring  ropes. 
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2.  Suitable  lengths  of  tarred  hessian  are  wrapped  around  moorings  outside  the  leads 
when  the  standard  types  of  rat  guards  are  not  available. 

3.  No  such  vessels  entered  the  Port  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XII 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


1.  Rat  Repression  on  Ships 

Normal  routine  rodent  control  measures  on  ships  were  applied  whenever  evidence  of 
rats  or  mice  was  discovered.  By  trapping  and  poison  bait  treatment  1 16  black  rats,  one 
brown  and  53  mice  were  recovered  from  nine  British  and  eight  foreign-owned  ships. 
One  British  and  one  foreign-owned  ship  had  pronounced  rat  infestation.  Both  these 
vessels  were  fumigated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  and  a total  of  48  rats  destroyed  by 
this  method. 

Further  treatment  was  considered  necessary  in  respect  of  eight  ships  proceeding  to 
other  ports  to  complete  discharge  of  cargo.  In  each  case  the  Port  Health  Authority 
concerned  was  advised  of  the  degree  of  activity  discovered  and  the  number  of  rodents 
destroyed. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  1966  Report  to  the  difficulty  of  eliminating  mice 
infestation  in  vessels  regularly  carrying  bagged  animal  feeding  stuffs  from  ports  on  the 
Great  Lakes.  Infestation  is  most  likely  to  occur  at  these  ports  where  such  cargoes  are 
stored  prior  to  loading.  Although  the  appropriate  authorities  have  been  notified  of  this 
problem,  little,  if  any  improvement  is  discernible  yet.  In  the  meantime,  full  scale 
measures  of  trapping  and  poison  bait  treatment  are  applied  whenever  necessary. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  rats  caught  and  ships  involved  during  the  period 
1963—1967  are  tabulated  below  : — 


Year 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Total 

No. 

Total 

No. 

Total 

No. 

Total 

No. 

Total 

No. 

Rats  per  Ship 

Rats 

Ships 

Rats 

Ships 

Rats 

Ships 

Rats 

Ships 

Rats 

Ships 

1 to  5 

33 

14 

29 

12 

20 

9 

32 

11 

16 

6 

6 to  10 

44 

6 

71 

9 

30 

4 

13 

2 

6 

1 

11  to  15  

25 

2 

29 

2 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

16  to  20  

— 

— 

16 

1 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21  to  25  

— 

— 

22 

1 

23 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26  to  30  

— 

— 

27 

1 

— 

— 

26 

1 

— 

— 

31  to  35  

36  to  40 

— 

— 

41 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

1 

56  to  60 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

1 

Totals 

102 

22 

235 

27 

92 

15 

86 

15 

117 

9 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examination  of  Rodents,  with  special 
reference  to  Rodent  Plague,  including  the  number  of  Rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the 
year. 

Of  the  117  rats  caught  on  ships  during  the  year,  68  were  sent  to  the  University  of 
Bristol  Laboratories,  Canynge  Hall,  Clifton  for  examination.  All  were  reported  free 
from  Pasteurella  pestis. 
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TABLE  E 


RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


Category 

Number 

Black  rats  ... 

Brown  rats  ... 

Species  not  known  ... 
Sent  for  examination 
Infected  with  plague 
Mice 

... 

116 

1 

68 

!!!  53 

3.  Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the  year  for  ships 
from  Foreign  Ports. 

Two  deratting  certificates  were  issued  during  1967.  153  Deratting  Exemption  Certifi- 
cates were  applied  for  and  granted  during  the  year. 


TABLE  F 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES 
ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 


After 

After 

After 

Number  of 
Deratting 

Total 

Certificates 

fumigation 

trapping 

poisoning 

Total 

Exemption 

Issued 

with 

HCN  Other 

fumigant 

Certificates 

Issued 

2 — — — 2 153  155 

4.  Arrangements  in  the  District  for  Deratting  Ships,  the  methods  used,  and,  if  done  by  a 
Commercial  Contractor,  the  Name  of  the  Contractor. 

Deratting  of  ships  is  carried  out  by  commercial  contractors  — either  Rentokil  Labor- 
atories Ltd.  or  the  London  Fumigation  Company  Limited  — using  hydrogen  cyanide 
gas  or  sodium  fluoroacetate. 


SECTION  XIII 

Reasonably  satisfactory  standards  of  repair  and  cleanliness  were  found  in  the  crew 
accommodation  in  most  of  the  foreign  going  and  coastwise  vessels  of  various  national- 
ities inspected  during  the  year. 

The  majority  were  of  recent  or  fairly  recent  construction,  the  living  quarters  and 
food  storage,  preparation  and  serving  compartments  being  well  arranged  and  equipped 
to  facilitate  cleaning. 

In  view  of  the  total  number  of  ships  inspected,  the  number  of  defects  found  and 
listed  in  the  following  table  were  relatively  few.  There  were  219  discovered  in  60 
British  and  58  foreign-owned  ships.  As  commented  upon  in  previous  annual  reports, 
cockroach  infestations,  often  of  a pronounced  degree,  were  encountered  far  too 
frequently. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  deal  with  the  defects  and  infestations  prior  to  the  vessels 
leaving  this  port.  When  this  was  not  possible,  however,  the  owners,  and  the  port  health 
authorities  of  the  next  port  of  call  were  notified. 
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INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 


Notices  served 

Results  of 
serving  notices 

Nature  of 

No.  of 

Forward 

No.  of 

No.  of  defects 

defects  and 

inspections 

Statutory  Informal  (PH As/ 

defects 

Reme-  Not 

inspections 

carried  out 

M.O.T.) 

found 

died  Reme- 

died 

Original 

Construction  . . . 
Structural 

— 

— 

— 

wear  and  tear  . . . 
Dirt, 

^ 2,127 

— 

62 

56 

89 

84 

5 

vermin,  etc.  ... 

• 

130 

104 

26 

2,127 

— 

62 

56 

219 

188 

31 

DETAILS  OF  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES 


Description 

No. 

Found 

No. 

Remedied 

Not  Remedied 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  on  deck  ... 

7 

7 

Blocked  floor  drainage  scuppers 

4 

3 

1 forward  notice 

„ soil  pipes 

1 

1 

„ and  choked  waste  pipes  ... 

7 

6 

1 forward  notice 

Broken  W.C.  pans  ... 

9 

7 

1 forward  notice 

Defective  artificial  lights 

1 

1 

„ bath/shower  fittings 

6 

6 

,,  calorifiers 

10 

10 

„ galley  fittings 

3 

3 

„ messroom  fittings 

1 

1 

„ side  scuttles 

16 

15 

1 forward  notice 

,,  washbasins 

8 

8 

„ water  systems 

4 

4 

Dirty  provision  storerooms  ... 

1 

1 

Smoke  nuisances 

21 

21 

Quayside  fouling 

11 

11 

Cockroach  infestation 

109 

83 

21  forward  notices 

Totals 

219 

188 

HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES 

Vessels  Trading  Coastwise  & Foreign 

British  Foreign 

s.s.  m.v.  s.s.  m.v.  Totals 


No.  of  revisits  to  vessels  in 


dock  by  Inspectors 

No.  of  vessels  reported 

..  85 

901 

72 

1,069 

2,127 

defective 

No.  of  vessels  — defects 

..  15 

45 

17 

41 

118 

remedied 

..  15 

39 

13 

35 

102 

DEFECTS  No.  of  Original 

Ships  Construction  Wear  and  Tear  Dirt  and  Vermin 
Nationality  ' Inspec-  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

ted  Ships  Defects  Ships  Defects  Ships  Defects 


BRITISH 


s.s. 

... 

77 

— 

— 

6 

6 

9 

12 

m.v. 

883 

— 

— 

21 

66 

24 

42 

FOREIGN 

S.S. 

... 

64 

— 

— 

6 

7 

12 

20 

m.v. 

... 

1,210 

— 

— 

7 

10 

33 

56 

TOTALS 

... 

2,234 

— 

— 

40 

89 

78 

130 

DEFECTS 

No.  Defects 

No.  Defects 

reported  by  For’d 

No.  Ships 

Notices  etc. 

to : 

Nature 

Not 

Othe 

r M.O.T. 

Owner 

Found 

Rem’d 

Rem’d 

P.H.A 

’s  Surv’r 

Master 

British 

Foreign 

Original 

Construction  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wear  and  Tear  ... 

89 

84 

5 

11 



9 

27 

13 

Dirt  Vermin  and 

Other  Causes  ... 

130 

104 

26 

41 

— 

57 

33 

45 

TOTALS 

219 

188 

31 

52 

— 

66 

60 

58 

SECTION  XIV 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL  FISH)  REGULATIONS  1934  and  1948 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bristol  Port  Health 
Authority.  The  supply  of  shell-fish  marketed  in  Bristol  is  obtained  from  other  sources. 


SECTION  XV 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS  AND 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  COMMONWEALTH  IMMIGRANTS 

1.  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 

Dr.  R.  C.  Wofinden,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Skone,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  G.  N.  Febry,  Senior  Medical  Officer  (Port). 

Dr.  P.  Tomlinson,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Port). 

Dr.  J.  E.  Kaye,  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Dickens,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Port). 

2.  Other  Staff 

Nil. 

3.  Organisation  of  Work 

The  medical  examination  of  aliens  and  Commonwealth  immigrants  is  normally  carried 
out  at  the  time  when  a ship  or  aircraft  is  visited  for  health  control  purposes.  In  all  other 
cases  the  Medical  Inspector  is  summoned  to  the  airport  or  seaport  at  the  request  of  the 
Immigration  Officer  who  meets  the  arriving  alien  or  immigrant.  For  this  purpose  a 
rota  of  Medical  Inspectors  is  available. 
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Following  the  steps  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  regarding  medical  arrange- 
ments for  long-stay  immigrants,  the  names  and  proposed  future  addresses  of  all  aliens 
and  immigrants  medically  examined  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  area  concerned.  Cards  explaining  the  medical  services  for  persons 
coming  to  live  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  also  issued  in  each  case. 

4.  Accommodation  for  Medical  Inspection  and  Examination 

When  convenient  inspection  and/or  examination  is  carried  out  on  board  ship,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Master.  If  this  is  not  possible,  or  if  detailed  examination  is 
required,  suitable  accommodation  is  available. 


ALIENS  ORDER,  1953 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ALIENS 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1967 

Avonmouth.  Bristol  and  Portishead — Seaport 

Bristol  (Lulsgate) — Airport 

Seaport 

Airport 

Number  of  arriving  ships/aircraft  carrying  aliens  ... 

196 

563 

Total  number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding  crews)  ... 

467 

4,760 

Total  number  of  aliens  medically  examined 

Reports  and  certificates  for  aliens  medically  examined:  — 

1 

— 

Total  number 

Aliens 

Nature  of  report  or  certificate  of  reports  and  NOT  PERMITTED 

certificates  issued  to  land 

Seaport  Airport  Seaport  Airport 


A.  Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective 
B(l).  Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 
B(2).  Inability  to  support  ... 

Likely  to  require  medical  treatment 
C.  Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination 


Totals  ...  NIL  NIL  NIL  NIL 


COMMONWEALTH  IMMIGRANTS  ACT,  1962 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


1. 

2. 

3. 


during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1967 


Avonmouth,  Bristol  and  Portishead — Seaport 
Bristol  (Lulsgate) — Airport 

Total  number  of  arriving  Commonwealth  citizens  subject  to  control 
under  the  Act  ... 

Total  number  of  Commonwealth  citizens  medically  examined  ... 

Reports  and  Certificates  for  Commonwealth  citizens  medically  examined : 


Seaport  Airport 

131  146 

1 — 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate 


Number  of  reports 
or  certificates 
issued 

Seaport  Airport 


Number  of 

Commonwealth  citizens 
refused  entry 
Seaport  Airport 


A.  Suffering  from  mental  disorder  ...  — — — — 

B(l).  Undesirable  for  medical  reasons  ...  — — — — 

B(2).  Likely  to  require  major  medical 

treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 222 IZ — 

Totals  ...  NIL  NTT.  NTT,  NTL 
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SECTION  XVII 

rMPORTED  FOODS 

During  1967  food  imported  for  human  consumption  amounted  to  568,000  tons, 

1 10.000  tons  less  than  in  1966. 

Comparative  figures  for  these  two  years  show  that  imports  of  frozen  meat,  butter, 
cocoa  beans,  citrus  fruit,  tea  and  miscellaneous  provisions  increased  by  26,000  tons,  but 
wheat,  bulk  sugar  and  banana  cargoes  decreased  by  68,000  tons,  10,000  tons  and  47,000 
tons  respectively  and  accounted  for  the  considerable  overall  reduction  in  the  tonnage 
of  imported  food  during  the  year. 

Sampling 

Attention  was  given  to  the  inspection  and  sampling  of  a considerable  variety  of  im- 
ported foods  from  most  of  the  food  exporting  countries. 

A total  of  2,737  samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  and/or  chemical 
analyses,  74  (five  bacterial  and  69  chemical)  being  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Appro- 
priate action,  as  commented  upon  below,  was  taken  where  necessary. 

Pasteurised  Dried  Egg  Albumen 

All  25  shipments  of  this  American  product  were  sampled  for  bacteriological  purity. 
Salmonella  bacteria  (Salm.  muenchen  and  Salm.  tennessee)  were  found  in  only  two  of 
the  256  samples  taken.  Numerous  repeat  samples  were  drawn  from  the  two  detained 
consignments  and  all  were  satisfactory.  The  two  consignments  were  then  released  for 
normal  delivery,  but  the  two  561b.  cartons  from  which  the  affected  samples  had  been 
obtained  were  subjected  to  supervised  treatment  at  an  approved  heat  treatment  centre. 

Argentine  Corned  Beef 

•A  shipment  of  7,500  cartons  (6  x 61b.  tins)  of  the  above  commodity  weighing  about 
1,200  tons  was  sampled  as  a routine  measure  at  the  time  of  discharge.  Chemical 
analysis  indicated  that  the  lead  content  of  the  corned  beef  was  in  excess  of  the  legally 
permitted  upper  limit  of  five  parts  per  million.  The  shipment  was  detained  to  await 
the  result  of  chemical  analysis  of  further  samples  taken  from  each  of  the  10  different 
canners’  batch  marks.  All  30  repeat  samples  were  similarly  affected,  having  lead 
contents  ranging  from  5‘5  to  30  parts  per  million.  Tlie  importers,  who  had  also  taken 
samples  giving  somewhat  comparable  results,  were  informed  that  the  shipment  could 
not  be  released  for  sale  in  this  country  and  would  be  detained  pending  suitable 
disposal.  They  elected  to  re-export  and  the  whole  shipment  was  returned  to  the 
country'  of  origin. 

South  African  Dried  Apricots 

Sulphur  dioxide  is  permitted  by  law  as  a preservative  in  dried  apricots  to  the  extent  of 

2.000  parts  per  million.  14  initial  and  repeat  samples  taken  from  a consignment  of  300 
cartons  (24  x 8 oz.  packets)  of  this  dried  fruit  contained  sulphur  dioxide  ranging  from 
a minimum  of  2,500  parts  per  million  to  a maximum  of  3,600  parts  per  million. 

The  importers  were  told  that  the  consignment  could  not  be  released  for  sale  in 
this  country  and  that  it  would  be  detained  pending  receipt  of  their  advice  regarding 
arrangements  for  suitable  disposal.  Eventually  the  consignment  was  released  under 
control  and  shipped  locally  for  export  to  Denmark. 

Indian  Canned  Mixed  Mango  Pickles 

External  staining,  indicating  leakage  from  blown  or  crushed  and  burst  cans,  was 
readily  seen  during  the  discharge  into  transit  sheds  of  a consignment  of  288  cases 
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• 

(varying  weights)  of  Indian  canned  mixed  mango  pickles.  Further  examination  con- 
firmed that  a high  percentage  of  cans  were  either  blown  or  blown  and  burst.  Even  the 
apparently  sound  cans  showed  signs  of  poor  quality  tin  and  imperfect  seaming,  so  23 
of  these  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  each  sample 
was  excessively  contaminated  with  either  lead  or  tin  or  both  and  some  contained  a 
prohibited  preservative.  The  consignees  concerned  were  informed  of  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  found  and  finally  agreed  to  surrender  the  5,046  cans.  A total  weight  of 
approximately  eight  tons  was  therefore  destroyed  under  supervision. 

Canned  Yugoslav  Pork  Tenderloins 

Examination  of  a transhipped  parcel  of  five  cartons  (12  x 41b.  cans)  of  this  commodity 
showed  that  a number  of  the  cans  were  blown.  Three  apparently  sound  cans  were 
taken  for  laboratory  analysis  and  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory. 
The  whole  transhipment  was  therefore  surrendered  and  destroyed  under  supervision. 

Desiccated  Coconut 

During  the  year,  as  routine  procedure,  162  initial  samples  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical analysis  from  1 1 separate  shipments  comprising  13,320  x 100  lb.  bags  of  medium 
and  fine  grade  desiccated  coconut  from  Ceylon.  One  sample  only  was  unsatisfactory, 
being  found  to  contain  Salmonella  bareilly.  A further  26  samples  were  taken  from  a 
parcel  with  the  same  code  mark  as  that  from  which  the  aflfected  sample  was  drawn.  All 
were  satisfactory.  This  information  was  sent  to  the  Ceylon  Coconut  Board  in  order  that 
they  could  check  and  possibly  ascertain  the  source  of  the  contamination.  The  contents 
of  the  affected  bag  were  destroyed.  The  table  below  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of 
samples  tested  and  found  to  be  contaminated  during  the  past  five  years. 


Year 

Packages 

{Bags/Cases) 

Initial 

samples 

taken 

% 

Salmonella 

positive 

% 

1963 

13,624 

747 

5-5 

2 

0-27 

1964 

14,392 

353 

2-4 

NIL 

NIL 

1965 

18,687 

267 

T4 

1 

0-37 

1966 

16,781 

244 

T4 

NIL 

NIL 

1967 

Frozen  Meat  Cargoes 

13,320 

188 

T4 

1 

0-53 

Taints 

(i)  Fuel  Oil  taint  affecting  13,703  New  Zealand  frozen  lamb  and  20  frozen  wether 
carcases  was  readily  detected  when  they  were  being  discharged  from  the  No.  4 lower 
hold  of  the  m.v.  “ Hauraki  ”.  Arrangements  were  made  for  all  the  affected  carcases  to 
be  delivered  to  a cold  storage  depot  at  Southampton.  It  was  later  confirmed  that  they 
were  effectively  treated  and  rendered  taint-free  by  exposure  to  ozone  prior  to  distribu- 
tion to  the  meat  trade. 

(ii)  Insufficient  supply  of  the  innocuous  hessian  material  normally  used  to  separate 
different  shipments  of  frozen  meat,  necessitated  the  use  of  odourless  black  plastic  strips 
for  this  purpose  when  loading  frozen  lambs  in  Nos.  1,  3 and  4 lower  holds  of  the  m.v. 
“ Port  New  Plymouth  ” at  the  port  of  the  same  name  in  New  Zealand. 

Routine  inspection  of  these  lambs  was  carried  out  when  thev  were  being  dis- 
charged here.  A distinct  acrid  taste  was  detected  in  the  superficial  pectoral  fat  of  a 
number  of  carcases.  The  acrid  taste  was  most  noticeable  in  the  lambs  that  had  been  in 
contact  with  or  were  near  the  plastic  strips  and  was  absent  from  carcases  stowed  deeper 
and  away  from  the  strips.  Portions  of  pectoral  fat  from  numerous  carcases  and  the 
plastic  strips  themselves  were  subjected  to  chemical  and  other  tests.  Although  the  tests 
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were  not  conclusive,  it  appeared  from  available  evidence  that  the  plastic  material  was 
the  source  of  the  taint.  In  order  to  ensure  that  no  affected  carcase  was  delivered  for 
sale  it  was  decided  to  send  all  of  the  31,985  lambs  in  the  three  cargo  holds  concerned 
for  ozone  treatment.  This  was  effectively  carried  out  at  cold  stores  in  Bristol,  South- 
ampton, Digbeth,  Barry,  Bath  and  Smethwick. 

Softening 

What  was  considered  to  be  a latent  defect  in  the  refrigeration  circuit  caused  noticeable 
softening  of  a large  number  of  lamb  carcases  in  the  No.  2 refrigerated  hold  of  the  m.v. 
“ Imperial  Star”.  It  was  considered  inadvisable  to  allow  the  lambs  to  be  exposed  to 
long  distance  delivery  by  road  or  rail  transport  when  further  softening  would  be  inevit- 
able, perhaps  resulting  in  the  “ drip  ” stage.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  discharge  the 
36,079  lambs  in  that  hold  direct  to  the  Royal  Edward  Dock  Cold  Stores. 

The  lambs  were  found  suitable  for  delivery  after  an  adequate  period  of  exposure 
to  the  correct  refrigeration  temperature. 

Ghana  Coffee  Beans 

A consignment  of  1,697  x 130  lb.  bags  of  coffee  beans  loaded  in  Ghana  for  the  United 
States  w'as  rejected  by  the  food  authorities  in  that  country  after  examination  of  the 
beans  had  revealed  pronounced  evidence  of  infestation  by  borer  beetle,  Stephano  deres 
hampei.  This  was  confirmed  when  the  rejected  consignment  was  discharged  at  this 
port. 

The  importers  were  informed  that  the  beans  could  not  be  released  for  distribution 
to  the  trade  and  the  consignment  was  finally  shipped  locally  for  export  to  Belgium. 


FOODS  CONDEMNED 

MEATS 


Description 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

T. 

C. 

Q.  LBs 

Lambs 

Foul,  dock  water  contaminated 

10 

0 

25 

Rabbits 

» JJ  99  99 

1 

2 

Refrigerated 

Miscellaneous 

Refrigerator  breakdown  and  decomposed 

15 

3 

11 

Total  weight  ... 

1 

6 

1 

10 

CANNED  GOODS 

Description 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

No.  of  cans 

T. 

C. 

a. 

LBs 

Fruit 

Blown,  rust  holed,  crushed  and/or 

burst 

15,071 

9 

10 

1 

3 

Tomatoes  ... 

ditto 

935 

2 

9 

1 

20 

Meat 

ditto 

345 

16 

1 

11 

Tomato  Paste 

ditto 

344 

7 

0 

20 

Tomato  Juice 

Crushed  and  burst 

81 

6 

1 

14 

Fish 

ditto 

580 

3 

0 

25 

Vegetables 

ditto 

8,397 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Fruit  Juice  ... 

ditto 

3,172 

3 

12 

3 

12 

Evaporated  Milk  ... 

ditto 

48 

18 

Tomato  Puree 

ditto 

47 

1 

0 

13 

Indian  Pickle 

Blown  and  burst  ... 

1,728 

1 

7 

0 

23 

Fruit  Pulp  ... 

Crushed  and  burst 

120 

6 

2 

27 

Total  No.  of  cans  ... 

30,368 

Total  weight  ... 

22 

3 

2 

23 

23 


FRESH  FRUIT 


Description 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

T.  C. 

Q.  LBs. 

Apples 

Foul  water  contaminated 

7 

1 

13 

Oranges 

Mouldy  and  decomposed 

16 

0 

0 

Total  weight  ... 

1 3 

1 

13 

OTHER  FOODS 

Description 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

T. 

C. 

a. 

LBs. 

Desiccated  Coconut 

Damp  and  mouldy 

15 

3 

4 

Milk  Powder 

Broken  bags 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Dried  Beans 

Hydraulic  fluid  contaminated  and  dirt 
contaminated  ... 

7 

8 

3 

13 

Wheat 

Wet  damaged,  souring  and  mouldy  ... 

82 

0 

0 

0 

Tea 

Wet  and  mould  damaged  and  dirt 
contaminated 

2 

16 

0 

9 

Cocoa  Beans 

Wet  damaged  and  mould  contaminated 

22 

14 

0 

0 

Cheese 

Broken  and  mould  and  rodent  contaminated  . . . 

8 

1 

13 

Jams 

Broken  jars 

11 

Spaghetti  ... 

Mould  contaminated  ... 

1 

0 

Flour 

Mould  contaminated  and  dirty 

16 

10 

3 

0 

Dried  Fruit 

Broken  cartons  . . . ~ . 

7 

10 

0 

10 

Butter 

Foul,  dock  water  contaminated 

1 

0 

0 

Potato  Fry  Mix 

Chemical  contaminated 

1 

2 

4 

Curry  Powder 

Oil  cake  contaminated  ... 

22 

Peel  in  Brine 

Broken  casks 

9 

0 

0 

Lard 

Rodent  contaminated  ... 

1 

0 

Sauces 

Broken  jars 

1 

25 

Wine 

Broken  bottles  ... 

6 

Honey 

Crushed  containers  and  dirty  ... 

1 

21 

Cocoa  Butter 

Broken  containers  and  dirty  ... 

2 

2 

0 

Coffee  Beans 

Damp,  mouldy  and  beetle  infested 

100 

11 

3 

3 

Frozen  Cherries 

Dirt  contaminated 

12 

242  12  2 13 


Total  weight 


DETAILS  OF  FOODS  DETAINED  FOR  RE-EXAMINATION  OR  RECONDITIONING 
AT  LOCAL  OR  OTHER  FOOD  DEPOTS 


Commodity 

Reason  for  Detention 

Tons 

{approx. 

Canned  Fruit 

Blown,  rust  holed,  crushed  and/or  burst 

26 

Canned  Fruit  Juice 

Blown,  rust  holed,  crushed  and/or  burst 

9 

Canned  Fish 

Blown,  rust  holed,  crushed  and/or  burst 

2 

Canned  Meat 

Blown,  rust  holed,  crushed  and/or  burst 

4 

Canned  Meat 

Prohibited  excessive  lead  content — exported  ... 

...  1,202 

Canned  Mango 

Prohibited  preservative,  excess  lead,  excess  tin 

Pickles 

blown  and  burst  tins 

8 

Canned  Tomatoes  ... 

Blown,  crushed  and  burst 

6 

Canned  Vegetables 

Blown,  crushed  and  burst 

1 

Cheese 

Wet  stained  and  decomposition 

4 

Cocoa  Beans 

Oil  stained,  wet  damaged  and  mouldy 

...  158 

Coffee  beans 

Insect  infested  (export),  wet  damaged  and 

mouldy 

...  102 

Dried  Vegetables  ... 

Wet  damaged,  mouldy  .. . 

4 

Dried  Fruit 

Export  (excess  S02),  wet  damaged, 

Dried  Skimmed  Milk 

mouldy 

8 

Powder 

Wet  damaged,  mouldy  .. . 

27 

Flour 

Insect  infected,  mouldy 

53 

Frozen  Meat 

Dirt  contamination,  oil  taint,  soft  in  stow 

...  1,670 

Macaroni  ... 

Mouldy  and  dirt  contaminated 

2 

Tea 

Wet  damaged  and  mould  contaminated 

17 

Total ... 

...  3,303 
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IMPORTED  FOODSTUFFS  EXAMINED  BY 
ANALYST  OR  BACTERIOLOGIST  (PORT) 


Country  of 

•a 

3 

c 

Origin 

Cann 

Fruit 

Cann 

Meat 

Cann 

Fish 

e . 
s::  ^ 
o ^ 

Drieo 

Fruit 

Fresh 

Fruit 

Con- 

servei 

. o 

^ o 
QO 

Fruit 

Juice 

Misc. 

Cann 

Misc. 

Othe) 

O 

Argentina 

— 

48 

1 

— 

49 

31 

Australia 

30 

186 

— 

1 

14 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

233 

— 

Belgium 

— 

17 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

33 

— 

Bulgaria 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Canada 

10 

— 

7 

57 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

12 

38 

— 

130 

— 

Ceylon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

226 

— 

— 

— 

— 

226 

1 

China 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cyprus 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Czechoslovakia 

4 

2 

6 

— 

Denmark 

— 

125 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

135 

— 

Eire 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

— 

16 

— 

Holland 

43 

226 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

18 

— 

315 

— 

Hungary 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

11 

— 

India 

— 

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

34 

— 

84 

23 

Israel 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

4 

— 

— 

38 

— 

Italy 

21 

— 

— 

174 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

42 

34 

— 

274 

— 

Japan 

32 

— 

134 

166 

— 

Kenya 

3 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

52 

— 

Malaya 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

New  Zealand  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Portugal 

— 

— 

50 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

— 

S.  Africa 

104 

47 

7 

29 

52 

— 

4 

— 

10 

— 

8 

— 

261 

14 

Spain 

16 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

32 

— 

Switzerland 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

11 

— 

U.S.A. 

3 

— 

5 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

256 

282 

2 

W.  Indies 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

3 

— 

17 

— 

Other  Europe 

1 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

21 

3 

„ Africa 

6 

101 

140 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

11 

— 

266 

— 

„ Asia 

2 

2 

— 

TOTAL 

307 

814 

370 

306 

75 

11 

16 

226 

43 

130 

183 

256  2737 

— 

UNSATIS- 

FACTORY 

— 

34 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

23 

2 

— 

74 

26 


SECTION  XVIII 


OTHER  MATTERS 

1.  Rodent  Control  on  Docks,  Quays,  etc. 

Continued  application  of  various  rodent  control  measures  has  resulted  in  preventing 
the  build-up  of  any  new  infestations  and  eflfectively  controlling  the  number  of  rats  and 
mice  in  their  known  haunts.  309  black  and  45  brown  rats  plus  173  mice  were  recovered. 
The  74  rats  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  examination  were  reported  free  from  Pasteurella 
pestis. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  mice  caught  during  1967  was  due 
mainly  to  a sudden  influx  of  these  creatures  at  some  of  the  transit  sheds  at  the  City 
docks  during  early  autumn.  It  was  thought  that  this  influx  stemmed  from  a vacated 
animal  food  warehouse  nearby.  Prompt  action  soon  brought  the  infestation  under 
control  and  satisfactorily  reduced  the  number  of  mice  in  the  sheds. 

2.  Dock  Sanitation 

Everv  effort  was  made  to  ensure  that  all  granaries,  warehouses,  mills,  transit  sheds, 
quaysides  and  adjoining  land  were  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of  cleanliness  and  all  con- 
cerned co-operated  readily  to  rectify  any  undesirable  conditions. 

Under  an  agreement  that  has  applied  since  decasualisation  of  registered  dock 
workers,  the  Port  Authority  are  unable  to  employ  extra  labour  and  have  therefore 
found  it  difficult  to  maintain  required  standards  in  transit  sheds  and  to  avoid  delay  in 
reconditioning  and  repacking  damaged  cargoes.  It  is  hoped  that  discussions  now  in 
progress  will  help  to  resolve  the  existing  labour  shortage. 

Sanitary  units  throughout  the  City.  Portishead  and  Avonmouth  Docks  have  been 
kept  clean  and  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state  of  repair.  The  construction  of  new 
toilets  at  ‘ N ’ shed  berth  and  No.  4 Granary  was  completed  during  the  year,  and,  as  in 
all  other  toilets  within  the  docks,  washbasins  and  a hot  and  cold  water  supply  were 
provided.  Widespread  pilfering  of  toilet  requisites  and  fittings  has  continued  and  the 
need  to  replace  these  necessary  items  has  become  a regular  feature  of  maintenance. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  and  ships’  domestic  refuse  has  been  regularly 
and  efficiently  carried  out.  It  has,  however,  been  necessary  to  make  repeated  com- 
plaints to  the  Port  Authority  concerning  the  mobile  galvanised  refuse  bins  which, 
through  lack  of  attention,  are  in  a very  insanitary  condition  and  a source  of  nuisance 
during  the  summer  months. 

3.  Public  and  Private  Canteens 

Canteens  situated  within  the  Bristol  and  Avonmouth  Dock  Areas  : 


Docks 

Public 

Private 

Avonmouth 

4* 

14 

Bristol 

3* 

2 

Total 

7 

16 

* Two  new  canteens,  one  at  the  Royal  Edward 
Dock,  Avonmouth,  and  the  other  at  Wapping 
Wharf,  Bristol  Docks  came  into  service  during 
the  year. 

The  two  new  canteens  noted  above  fulfilled  a long-standing  need,  especially  the 
Avonmouth  one  which  replaced  a large  section  of  warehouse  partitioned  off  by  corru- 
gated zinc  sheeting,  the  size  and  general  arrangements  rendering  it  quite  unsuitable 
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for  use  as  a canteen.  The  new  premises,  known  as  the  St.  Andrew’s  Canteen,  cost 
£37,000  to  build  and  equip  and  was  officially  opened  on  July  3rd.  Provision  has  been 
made  to  cater  for  about  300  customers  and,  as  at  other  Port  Authority  canteens,  cooked 
meals  are  served  daily  at  10  a.m.  and  mid-day.  Tea,  coffee  and  snacks  are  served  at 
5 p.m.,  when  overtime  is  worked  on  ships.  The  general  planning  and  decor  of  this  new 
building  are  excellent.  The  walls  are  finished  in  coloured,  smooth  ceramic  tiles  in  an 
attractive  pattern  and  the  floors  surfaced  with  terazzo.  The  kitchen  section  and  food 
storage  room  are  well  arranged.  All  equipment  provided  is  of  durable  material,  im- 
pervious to  moisture  and,  like  the  floors  and  walls,  easy  to  keep  clean,  thus  facilitating 
a high  standard  of  hygiene.  There  are,  however,  a few  minor  items  such  as  difficulty  in 
opening  and  shutting  windows  in  the  kitchen  and  female  staff  toilet  which  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Port  Authority  and  are  receiving  attention. 


The  Wapping  Wharf  canteen  is  a small  replica  of  the  St.  Andrew’s  canteen, 
similarly  fitted  and  appointed,  but  intended  to  cater  for  only  about  50  customers  daily. 

All  canteens  have  been  inspected  at  regular  intervals,  but  as  expected,  the  public 
canteens  which  cater  for  all  types  of  persons  are  subjected  to  a great  deal  of  rough 
usage  and  require  more  frequent  visits.  All  defects  or  irregularities  found  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  caterers  and  / or  owners  who  readily  complied  with  requests  to  carry 
out  remedial  measures. 


CANTEEN  DEFECTS 

Item 

Structural 
Leaking  roofs  ... 

Defective  chimney 
Defective  ceilings 
Defective  walls  .. . 

Defective  wall  tiling 
Defective  floors 
Broken  windows 
Equipment 

Defective  gas  heated  hot  plates 
Defective  mobile  dish  trays 
Defective  dish  washer  ... 

Defective  users’  wash  basins  ... 

Defective  toilet  waste  pipes 
Defective  users’  toilet  seats 
Defective  sink  units 
Defective  potato  peeler 
Choked  soil  pipes 

Defective  hot  air  hand  drier  for  canteen  users 
Defective  toilet  roll  holders 
Incomplete  first-aid  equipment 
Decorations 

Soiled  paintwork  (bakehouse  walls  and  ceilings) 

Soiled  paintwork  (corridor  walls  and  ceilings) 

Soiled  paintwork  (vegetable  room) 

Cleanliness 

Insect  (cockroach)  infestation  ... 

Soiled  overclothing/overalls  ... 

Soiled  users’  toilet  seats 
Unclean  canteen  floors 


No.  Result 

3 Remedied 

1 Remedied 

4 3 remedied,  1 in  hand 

3 Remedied 

4 2 remedied,  2 in  hand 

3 Remedied 

14  Remedied 

3 Renewed 

2 Renewed 

1 Remedied 

3 Renewed 

6 Remedied 

4 Renewed 

3 Renewed 

1 Remedied 

8 Cleared 

2 Remedied 

9 Remedied 

5 Replenished 

1 Washed  and  repainted 

2 Washed. 

To  be  repainted 
1 Work  in  hand 

1 Satisfactory 

disinfestation 

4 Remedied 

8 Cleansed 

2 Remedied 
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4.  Factories 


Factories  within  the  areas  of  Avonmouth,  Portishead  and  the  City  Docks  and  at  the 
Avonmouth  Docks  Estate,  Chittening,  were  inspected  periodically.  The  limited  number 
of  nuisances  caused  by  unclean  toilets  and  washplaces  and  the  few  items  of  disrepair 
such  as  broken  wdndowpanes,  defective  washbasins  and  waste  pipes,  together  with  un- 
satisfactory refuse  disposal  arrangements  were  attended  to  with  reasonable  promptness. 


5.  The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels)  Regulations,  1958 
Smoke  Nuisances 

Oral  warnings  and  the  serving  of  three  formal  notices  sufficed  to  abate  dark  or  black 
smoke  emission  from  10  British  and  1 1 foreign-owned  ships  during  the  year. 

Relevant  particulars  of  the  reason  for  visiting  these  ships  and  the  resultant  action 
taken  are  summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 


British  Foreign 
s.s  m.v.  s.s.  m.v 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


Reason  for  Boarding  Vessel  Observations  and  Action  Taken 


Intermittent  dark/black 
smoke  emission 


Intermittent  dark/black 
smoke  emission 


Black  smoke  emission 
(4  minutes) 

Intermittent  dark  smoke 
emission 


Intermittent  dark/black 
smoke  emission 


Intermittent  dark/black 
smoke  emission 


Black  smoke  emission 
(6  minutes) 


Black  smoke  emission 
(6  minutes) 

Black  smoke  emission 
(4  minutes) 


Black  smoke  emission 
(6  minutes) 


Black  smoke  emission 
(5  minutes) 


Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Confirmed  defective  fan  under 
repair.  Boilers  shut  down  and  shore 
plant  used  to  pump  out  oil  cargo. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Confirmed  that  two  generators 
required  overhauling.  These  shut 
down  and  smoke  emission  ceased. 
Auxiliaries  run  with  steam  from 
main  boiler. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Raising  steam  in  cold  boilers  con- 
firmed. No  further  smoke  nuisance. 

Confirmed  that  defective  generator 
was  in  use.  Chief  Engineer  switched 
over  to  recently  overhauled 
generator.  Smoke  nuisance  ceased. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Overloading  of  boilers  when 
discharging  bulk  molasses.  Pumping 
rate  reduced.  Smoke  nuisance 
ceased. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Confirmed  smoke  emission  due  to 
lack  of  attention.  No  recurrence  of 
nuisance. 

Confirmed  vessel  raising  steam  in 
cold  boiler  using  heavy  oil.  Changed 
over  to  diesel  oil.  Smoke  emission 
ceased. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Emission  due  to  lack  of  attention. 

No  further  smoke  nuisance. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Emission  ceased.  Confirmed  that 
steam  was  being  raised  in  a cold 
boiler. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Smoke  emission  ceased.  Confirmed 
that  steam  was  being  raised  in  a 
cold  boiler. 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned 
of  nuisance  which  was  due  to  lack  of 
attention.  No  recurrence  of  smoke 
emission. 
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British 
s.s.  m.v. 

Foreign 
s,s,  m.v. 

Reason  for  Boarding  Vessel 

Observations  and  Action  Taken 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(10  minutes) 

Excessive  overloading  of  boilers 
through  heating  and  pumping  out 
bulk  molasses  cargo.  Smoke  emission 
ceased  after  statutory  declaration  of 
nuisance  was  issued  on  the  Master. 
No  further  action  taken. 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(20  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Confirmed  that  fuel  oil  was 
contaminated  with  sea  water. 

Master  agreed  to  use  available 
supply  of  diesel  oil  for  boiler.  No 
further  smoke  nuisance. 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(6  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Smoke  emission  due  to  lack  of 
attention.  No  recurrence  of 
nuisance. 

— 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(4  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Smoke  emission  ceased  immediately. 
Nuisance  due  to  lack  of  attention. 

— 1 

■ 

■ 

Black  smoke  emission 
(6  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned 
and  emission  ceased.  Confirmed 
that  burners  required  changing. 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(7  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Confirmed  that  emission  was  due  to 
defective  oil  feed.  Boiler  shut  down 
and  repair  carried  out.  No 
recurrence  of  nuisance. 

— 1 

Intermittent  black/dark 
smoke  emission 

Vessel  pumping  out  bulk  molasses 
cargo.  Boilers  overloaded.  Statutory 
notice  served  on  Master.  Rate  of 
pumping  reduced  and  smoke 
emission  ceased.  No  further  action 
taken. 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(15  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Emission  of  smoke  ceased.  Nuisance 
due  to  lack  of  attention. 

1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(10  minutes) 

Statutory  notice  served  on  Master. 
Smoke  emission  ceased.  Confirmed 
that  vessel  was  raising  steam  in  cold 
boilers.  No  recurrence  of  smoke 
nuisance.  No  further  action  taken. 

— 1 

Black  smoke  emission 
(5  minutes) 

Master  and  Chief  Engineer  warned. 
Confirmed  nuisance  due  to  excessive 
flashing  of  boilers.  No  recurrence  of 
nuisance. 

3 7 5 6 


6.  Feral  Pigeons 

Existing  pigeon  control  measures  of  trapping,  shooting  (2,032  were  shot  during  the 
year)  and  destroying  nests  have  been  so  limited  in  extent  that  the  efforts  involved  are 
totally  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  increasing  number  of  birds.  It  is  now  generally- 
recognised  that  the  problem  can  be  resolved  only  by  large  scale  repressive  measures 
applied  simultanecu.sly  in  the  City  and  at  the  Docks. 

City  and  port  officials,  together  with  representatives  of  private  concerns  have 
under  discussion  various  arrangements  that  could  be  adopted  to  achieve  a reasonable 
degree  of  control.  It  is  hoped  that  some  effective  .scheme  will  be  put  into  operation  in 
the  coming  year. 
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